
GENERAL RULES FOR GIVING REASONS

1.
Do not claim strong points for one animal unless it has them.  Claim the points where it is superior and then grant to the other animal its points of advantage.

2.
Emphasize the major differences strongly.  Giving big differences first on each pair helps.

3.
Be concise and definite.  Don’t hunt for things to say.  If you don’t remember, go on to the next pair you are to discuss.

4.
Speak with confidence and without hesitation.  Speak with enough enthusiasm to keep the judge interested.

5.
Use correct terms for each class and breed.  Do not use cattle terms for swine, for example.

6.
End reasons strongly.  Give a concise final statement as to why you place the last animal last.

7.
Be sure you have your reasons well organized so you will not hesitate when you present them to the judge.

8.
As you give your reasons to the judge, stand about 6 feet away from him/her.  Stand with your feet spread apart, hands behind you, and look at and talk to the judge.

ORGANIZE YOUR REASONS

First, be sure the judge knows your number in the contest.

You might start off by saying, “I place this class of _________________________________________

(name of class)

_______________________________________.”
(your placing, example 1, 2, 3, 4)

You may then introduce the class by saying, “I place Number 1 at the top of the class over 2 because _________________________________.”

List Number 1’s excelling characteristics and the reason you placed it above number 2.

“I grant 2 is ______________________________.”  Mention number 2’s positive characteristics.

Compare each pair in the class in the same way (middle pair and bottom pair).  

“I place 4 has ____________________________.”

List positive characteristics.

“However, because of ______________________




(list negative characteristics)

I place him/her last.”

Close your reasons by saying, “For these reasons, I place this class ____________________________




(name of class)

_________________________________________

(your placing 1, 2, 3, 4).
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