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An introduclion to pig communication.

Like any living animal on this planet, pigs have a means to communicate with each
other. In fact. pias form comolex social units and learn from one another in wavs
previously observed only in the primate (humans and monkeys) world.

Pias communicate constantlv with one another. More than 20 of their oinks. arunts and
squeals have been identified for different situations, from wooing their mates to
expressing, “I'm hungry!”

Since pigs have been identified as one of a relatively small group of animals (including
humans) that are profoundly intelligent, it is a good idea to become familiar with the way
they communicate if you are going to be raising and care for one.

Although pigs can be very forgiving, one needs to remember that pigs have a very long
memory. In studies it has be found that their cognitive (memory) abilities surpass even
that of a dog! What ever you do with your pig will be remembered by your pig.

Newborn piglets learn very quickly to run to their mothers’ voices and mothers sing to
their babies while nursing.

Here are some examples of their language that you should become familiar with.

“This is fun! I'm happy!” = 3 to 4 short barks. Almost always accompanied by sprinting
Spinning and running around.

“What's this?” or “I'm looking for....” = Nose to the ground, perhaps rooting around with

with short muffled grunts.

“This tastes good! How's yours?” Short muffled grunts spaced 5 to 8 seconds apart

while eating.

‘I think I'm in heat!” = Low, drawn out grumbling. Sometimes accompanied with a
short, low toned squeal. Ears are erect.

“You're in my space!” = Head up, eyes forward, ears erect, standing stock still. Low
extended grumble that accelerates in volume. Shortly
accompanied by a charge!
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“I'm scared!” or “That hurts!” = Very loud, high pitched squeal that may last for up to
5 to 8 seconds between intervals. '

“I'm hungry!” = Low grumbling the accelerates to a medium pitch
squeal. The hungrier the pig the higher the pitch and
longer the squeal.

“Dinner’s ready!” = Soft, short grunting by a sow while she lays down to
nurse. Grunting continues during the nursing session.

“You're eating all the food! = Medium pitch squeal followed by a low grunt.

“Where did everyone go?” = 3-4 low grunts accompanied by a low to medium pitch
squeal. Usually while pacing.

“You're an intruder or stranaer!’= Usuallv reserved to communicate to other pics or
Animals by the “Alpha” pig or better know as the
“‘Boss Hog” to “Leave before | make you leave!
“You're on my turf now!” Chomping and grinding
Of jaws and teeth accompanied with foaming at the
Mouth!
If vou ever find vourself beina communicated to bv an adult hog in this manner it is
strongly suggested that you not tempt fate by quickly heeding their warning!!!!

These are the primary examples of vocal and body communication among pigs. If you
become familiar with these examples, you will always know what's on your pigs mind.

Good luck with your upcoming 4-H pig project.





