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          Since winter is persistent this year, and many are 
behind with branding, turning out, and other tasks due 
to the weather, I thought this would be a good time to 
remind everyone about BQA practices.  It is important 
that everyone giving injections, handling animals, and 
transporting cattle are aware of their role in assuring 
quality beef products for consumers. 
 Injections:  Injection sites should be in the 
neck.  If giving multiple injections, use both sides to 
increase efficacy of vaccine.  Administer injectable 
products under the skin whenever possible, using a 
tenting technique.  Inject  no more than 10 ml of prod-
uct per site and separate injection sites by at least 4 
inches.  Use sharp sanitary needles, trading out every 20
-25 calves.  Avoid giving injections where animals are 
wet or sites are covered with dirt, mud, manure or other 
contaminating material. 
 Antibiotic Use:  Follow label guidelines to 
minimize the risk from a violative drug residue at 

slaughter.  Follow label directions for dosage and 
administration.  Never use products in an off– or 
extra-label manner without a veterinary prescrip-
tion.  Use appropriately extended withdrawal 
times for off– or extra-label use.  Keep records of 
animal identification, product name, dosage and 
dates used. 
 Use preventive strategies, such as ade-
quate nutrition, vaccination, and hygiene in pref-
erence to antibiotic use.  Use antibiotics only for 
conditions that have been diagnosed as needing 
an antibiotic treatment or cure for improvement.  
Follow exact dosage on the label or as prescribed.  
Use antibiotics for the shortest time necessary. 
 Bruising:  Rough handling of cattle espe-
cially in a squeeze chute and head catch increases 
the incidence of severe bruising.  Use good man-
agement practices when moving cattle into and/
or through restricted passageways.  Control ani-

    Equine Herpes virus is a contagious 
disease and may spread quickly among 
horse populations. EHV-1 is not 
transmissible to humans. Horse-to-
horse contact, aerosol transmission, 
and contaminated hands, equipment, 
tack and feed all play a role in disease 
spread.  Horses infected with the neu-
rologic strain of EHV-1, may show 
any of the following clinical 
signs:  nasal discharge, lack of coordi-
nation, hind-end weakness, lethargy, 
urine dribbling and diminished tail 
tone.  There is no specific treatment 
for EHM.  Treatment may include 

intravenous fluids, anti-inflammatory 
drugs and other appropriate supportive 
treatment.  Immediate separation and 
isolation of identified suspect cases and 
implementation of appropriate biose-
curity measures are key elements for 
disease control.  Currently, there is no 
equine vaccine that has a label claim 
for protection against the neurologic 
strain of this virus. 
  California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, UC Davis, and local ex-
perts suggest the best way to contain 
the virus is by keeping horses at home 
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S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s  

• June 14th-17th– JLS Show and SALE!  Don’t miss it! 

• June 21st-23rd– CCA Mid-year meeting 

• June 26th– Cattlemen’s Spring Field Day, Cedarville Fairgrounds 

• June 29th– 30th– Modoc Washoe Experimental Stewardship Meeting, Cedarville 

• July 20th-21st– CCA’s Annual Range Ride, Modoc National Forest 

• August 18th-21st– Modoc District Fair, Cedarville 

• August 26-27th– California Woolgrowers Association Meeting, Bass Lake 
 

P a g e  2  M o d o c  R a n c h  R o u n d u p  

B e e f  B i t s –  C o n t .  

mal movement into and through squeeze chutes to 
minimize body collisions with head catch gates 
and/or tail gates.  Remove or cover sharp objects 
and edges in alleyways, chutes, gate openings, and 
other areas used for cattle passage.  Remove or tip 
horns. 
 Transportation:  Drive vehicle slowly from 
a stop and make gentle turns, especially for the first 
hour on the road as animals are getting balanced.  
Observe proper animal density in loading numbers,  
to allow a fallen animal to get back up and enough 
animals so they are not injured if the vehicle makes 
a sharp turn or sudden stop.  Be aware of wind chill 
and humidity factors.  Animals should be rested 
before and after shipping and working to reduce 
stress and morbidity.  Transport and working can 
be stressful events and may weaken and animal’s 
immune system.  Check cattle on a long haul after 
two hours on the road and every four hours after 
that. 
 Producers can become BQA certified on-
line at:   http://www.animalcaretraining.org/.  The 
cost is $25 and California Cattlemen Association 
will send you a certificate and number for market-
ing purposes. 

(volunteer quarantine) and avoiding non-essential 
travel.  This method is suggested until there has 
been at least 3 weeks of no new cases. 
     In addition, this virus does effect alpacas and 
llamas. 
Updates on the outbreak, basic information about 
the virus, recommended practices for protecting 
horses and mules against the virus, and links to 
other sources of information are available on the 
UC Davis’ website at:  
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/whatsnew/
article.cfm?id=2391 
Or CDFA’s website: 
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/
equine_herpes_virus.html  

Ranch Roundup will be 
changing to a Quarterly 
schedule due to budget 

constraints 

Horse Hints Cont. 
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 One of the more pleasing developments of the last decade has been the long-overdue beginning of a national 
conversation about food -- not just the arcane techniques used to prepare it and the luxurious restaurants in which it is 
served, but, much more important, how it is grown and produced. 
 The only problem is that so far it hasn't been much of a conversation. Instead, what we have are two armed 
camps deeply suspicious of one another shouting past each other (sound familiar?).  On the one side, the hard-line 
aggies seem convinced that a bunch of know-nothing urbanites want to send them back to Stone Age farming tech-
niques. On the other side, there's a tendency by agricultural reformers to lump together all farms (or at least those that 
aren't purely organic, hemp-clad mom-and-pop operations) as thoughtless ravagers of the environment. 
  
 * Agriculture is a business. Farming without a financial motive is gardening. I use that line a lot when I'm giving talks, and it 
always gets a laugh. But it's deadly serious. Not only do farmers have expenses to meet just like any other business, but they also need to be 
rewarded when they do good work. Any plan that places further demands on farmers without an offsetting profit incentive is doomed to fail. 
 * What's past is past. Over the last 50 years, American farmers performed an agricultural miracle, all but eliminating hunger as 
a serious health issue in this country. But that battle has been won, and though those gains must be maintained, the demands of today -- 
developing a system that delivers flavor as well as quantity and does it in an environmentally friendly way -- are different. 
 * Food is not just a culinary abstraction. No matter how much you and I might appreciate the amazing bounty produced by tal-
ented, quality-driven farmers, we also have to acknowledge that sometimes food is . . . well, just food. So when we start dreaming about how 
to make our epicurean utopia, we also have to keep in mind that our first obligation is to make sure that healthful, fresh food remains plen-
tiful and inexpensive enough that anyone can afford it. 
 * There's no free pass on progress. Just because you've always farmed a certain way does not mean that you are owed the right to 
continue farming that way in the future. The days of a small or medium-sized farm making a decent profit growing one or two crops and 
marketing it through the traditional commodity route are long past. The world is changing, and those who can adapt are the ones who will 
be successful. 
 * The world is not black and white. The issues facing agriculture today are much more complicated than lining up behind labels 
such as "local" and "organic," no matter how praiseworthy they might seem in the abstract. 
 * No farm is an island. That's not literally true, of course; there are several island farms in the Sacramento Delta. But even 
there, farmers have to remember that they're living in an ever-more crowded state where their actions affect others. Assuming that what hap-
pens on your land is nobody's business but your own just doesn't work anymore. 
 * Don't let the perfect be the enemy of the good. Holding out for an unattainable dream may mean losing a chance at a more easi-
ly realized goal. At the same time, just because an idea may not be the perfect answer, it doesn't mean that there aren't benefits to it. A 
completely locavore diet is, well, loco, but buying as much locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables as you can is just common sense. 
 * Quality is more expensive than quantity. Farming fruits and vegetables that are not just healthful but also have great flavor 
takes a lot of time and work and usually means not growing as much as a neighbor who doesn't focus on flavor. So when you're shopping, 
don't begrudge a good farmer a little higher price -- that's what it takes to keep him in business. 
 * You don't climb a ladder starting at the top rung. In a system as complex as our food supply, change is evolutionary. Remember 
long-term goals, but focus on what's immediately achievable. Any argument that begins, "All we have to do is rewrite the Farm Bill," is 
probably decades, if not centuries, from reality. But there are plenty of small things we can do now to start us down that road. 
 * Don't assume that those who disagree with you are evil, stupid or greedy. And even when they are, that doesn't relieve you of the 
responsibility for making a constructive and convincing argument. 
 * What's political is also personal. If you believe in something, you should be willing to make sacrifices to support it, even if it's 
expensive or inconvenient. Wailing about farmers who use pesticides and then balking at paying extra for organic produce is hypocritical 
because the yields in organic farming are almost always lower. On the other hand, there's nothing wrong with doing the best you can whenev-
er you can -- as long as you're willing to accept compromises from the other guy too. 
 * Finally, and most important: Beware the law of unintended consequences. Developing tasteless fruits and vegetables was not the 
goal of the last Green Revolution; it was a side effect of a system designed to eliminate hunger by providing plentiful, inexpensive food, but 
that also ended up rewarding quantity over quality. We should always keep in mind that when we're dreaming of a system that focuses on 
the reverse, we run the risk of creating something far worse than strawberries that bounce. 
 
russ.parsons@latimes.com 

Interesting Information about Advocacy– Russ parsons 
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     WHAT:  The 63rd Annual Alturas Rotary Clubs Junior Livestock Show and Sale 

      WHERE: Junior Show Grounds, Alturas  COME JOIN US!!! 

      WHEN:  Monday June 13th    Horse Show—CANCELLED due to EHV! 

           Tuesday June 14th   Poultry and Rabbit Classes— 9:00 AM 

        Primary Showmanship— 1:00 PM 

                       Wednesday June 15th   Weigh-Ins— 4:00 PM 

            Thursday June 16th Market Swine— 8:00 AM 

      Market Beef/ Sheep— 11:00 AM 

      Market Goats— To follow Sheep 

      Pee Wee Showmanship— 12:30 PM 

      Breeding Animals— 2:00 PM (All Species) 

         Friday June 17th  Swine Showmanship— 8:00 AM 

      Beef/ Sheep Showmanship— 9:00 AM 

      Goat Showmanship— To follow Sheep 

      Round Robin Showmanship— 12:00 PM 

      AWARDS— 3:00 PM 

 COMMUNITY BARBEQUE 5:00 pm   SALE STARTS 6:30 pm 


