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The long awaited vaccine for foothill abortion is 
getting tested here in Modoc County through 
field trials.  University of California- Davis Vet 
Med researchers, Myra Blanchard and Jeff Stott, 
in conjunction with the local farm advisors’ of-
fices (Lassen and Modoc) are currently testing 
the vaccine on five cattle herds which are either 
based in or spend some time here in the County.  
The herds are part of the testing required to re-
ceive United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) approval to commercially manufacture 
and administer the vaccine.   
     The vaccine which is manufactured from the 
spleen of infected mice has done well in efficacy 
tests.  It is proving to be much more reliable and 
effective than tick bites.  While testing has not 
been done to determine the length of immunity 
using this vaccine, researchers are hopeful that it 
will last for several years.  The current field trials 

are to test the safety side of the vaccine.  While 
researchers do not expect any issues with safety it 
is part of the testing requirements set forth by 
USDA.  We are currently reviewing cattle from 
three herds vaccinated in early March for any re-
actions such as lumps or abscesses at the injection 
site.   The two other herds will be vaccinated at 
the end of this month. The studies are conducted 
so half the cattle receive an injection of vaccine 
and half receive an injection of sterile salt water. 
     The paperwork associated with the process is 
tremendous but hopefully at the completion of 
the trials the vaccine will help in receiving a con-
ditional license from the USDA.  The last major 
hurdle is determining who and where the vaccine 
will be manufactured.  Researchers hope all issues 
could be worked out so that the vaccine might be 
commercially available in three years, but this may 
be optimistic. 

Sponsored by Modoc County University of California Cooperative Extension  

Funding through Modoc County USFS Resource Advisory Council 

Wednesday April 18th 12:00 PM at the Federated Church (near the 
Sheriff’s Annex)  307 E. 1st St. 

Tri-tip Lunch is provided! 
Modoc County Farm Advisor Missy Merrill-Davies will be present-
ing information on GPS enabled cameras and photo-monitoring. 

Followed by field presentations from Rob Jeffers and Missy on ef-
fective Rangeland Monitoring for private and public lands. 

Come join us! 
RSVP to FAO @ 233-6400 by April 2nd, so we have enough food. 

  

Effective Range Monitoring for Public and Private Lands Workshop 
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S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s  

• April 5th– Modoc Washoe ESP Meeting, BLM Office, Cedarville, CA 

• April 7th– Donated Calf Sale to support MCCA, Alturas, CA 

• April 14th– California Ram Sale, Tulare, CA 

• April 18th– Monitoring Workshop Sponsored by UCCE, Alturas, CA 

• May 5th– MCWA General Meeting and Workshops from State, Cedarville, CA 

• May 21st– AG in the Classroom, Modoc Fairgrounds, Cedarville, CA 

• June 9th– MCCA Spring Field Day, York Ranch 

• June 11-15th– Junior Livestock Show and Sale (See back page), Alturas, CA 
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N R C S –  C o n c r e t e  

Tom Hill– Alturas NRCS Office 
     Remember when planning non-structural con-
crete, to consider fiber reinforcement in lieu of 
temperature and shrinkage steel (rebar).   
     Cattle walkways, water trough bottoms and oth-
er slabs on grade are consider non-structural.  Us-
ing fiver can save cost and has provided some good 
results.    
     For more information, stop by the NRCS office 
in Alturas– 804 W. 12th ST.  

Cattlewomen/Cattlemen Association  
Scholarships 

  
   The 2012 CCA Scholarship is now 
available and can be found online at 
www.calcattlemen.org.  Questions re-
garding CCA’s scholarships contact Cha-
ley Harney in the CCA office. 
 
     The 2012 Modoc Cattlewom-
en/Cattlemen Scholarships are now avail-
able and can be found online at: 
www.modoccountycattlewomen.org.  
Contact Linda Nelson with questions.  

Modoc County Cattle-
men’s Spring Field Day 

York Ranch, Near Dorris Res-
ervoir 

 

Presentation on Beef Quality Assur-
ance by Modoc County Farm Advisor 

Missy Merrill-Davies.  Test will be 
available to certify or re-certify partici-
pants for $25.  Please join us for edu-

cation and socialization!    

The DMV is offering an “I support Agriculture” license 
plate.  To begin production of the new plates, 7,500 
plates had to be ordered.  To meet that amount, the Cali-
fornia FFA Foundation, various organizations and farm-
ers purchased all of the license plates.  They are giving 
the plates away to interested parties.  If you would like a 
free (for one year) “ I support Agriculture” plate, please 
contact Julie Harris at the Modoc High School Ag Dept, 
530-233-1824 (leave msg.) or jhar-
ris@modoc.k12.ca.us.  She will need your name, ad-
dress, email address, closest DMV location, current plate 
# and vehicle type.  After the first year, if you intend to 
keep your plates, there will be a $40 annual tax deducti-
ble fee added to your vehicle registration. Plates are 
available first come, first serve until April 6, 2012 or until 
they are sold out, whichever comes first. 
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    If you own livestock you have some type of graz-
ing system.  Your ability to manage the interactions 
between soils, plants, and grazing animals is defined 
by that grazing system. 
     It is important to reflect on the pros and cons of 
your current system and determine if it is in need of 
fixing.  It may be easier to define the content of the 
grazing system and then define problems based on 
some basic concepts. 
     Number.  The number of animals in a pasture is 
the most important decision with a grazing system.  
Too few animals will result in high selectivity for cer-
tain plants and possible removal of the plants from the 
area but animal performance will be high.  Too many 
animals will reduce selectivity of grazing but if left to 
long animal performance will decline. 
     Timing. Timing is not everything but it is a sub-
stantial part of a grazing system.  You should avoid 
grazing areas when soil moisture is too high.  This 
increases compaction and soils are susceptible to 
trampling damage.  It is also important to avoid re-
peatedly grazing during the critical stage of new 
growth.  This maybe when the plant is starting in the 
spring or fall.  Also, it may be during growth after 
grazing.  Growth requires energy for plants the same 
as it does for animals.  If the plants do not have suffi-
cient tissue to supply energy growth is depressed. 
     Frequency.  There is a delicate balance between 
grazing too often and not often enough.  Grazing to 
often follows the principle stated above for growth.  If 
an area is not grazed frequently enough, areas of rank 
unpalatable vegetation will thatch and choke out new 
vegetation.  Also, animals will avoid areas of old 
growth (not frequent enough) because it doesn’t offer 
higher nutritional quality associated with new growth. 
     Severity.  Leaves are the main source of energy 
production in a plant.  The plants must have enough 
tissue area to gather sunlight in order to produce more 
plant material.  Grazing plants to short stature (usually 
less than 4 inches) reduces the amount of tissue avail-
able to gather energy and the root system can become 
depleted. 

     Season.  Avoid grazing most desirable perennial 
grasses at the same time year after year.  By varying 
the season of grazing plants are able reproduce.  If 
you have undesirable plants (such as cheatgrass, me-
dusahead, or bulbous bluegrass) that need reduced, 
graze early when palatability and nutrient content are 
high and again if they regerminate in the fall.  This 
decrease the opportunity for undesirable plant species 
to set seed because energy reserves will be used up. 
     Type of animal.  Be aware of the nutrient require-
ments of the animals you are managing.  Females with 
offspring who are in the first 60 days of lactation re-
quire higher quality forage to meet their requirements.  
Yearling animals who are being backgrounded on 
grass have higher requirements than non-lactating fe-
males.  Also, animals who are familiar with rough to-
pography will use it more evenly than those who are 
novel to steeper terrain.  Dams with offspring will not 
traverse terrain as easily as yearlings or weaner ani-
mals. 
       
     Flexibility is the key to a good grazing system.  A 
land manager must be able to adaptively manage 
based on the year, animals, plants, and soil.  Not nec-
essarily dates on the calendar. 
    It is important to design a grazing system with a 
clear set of objectives in mind.  These may include 
increasing plant vigor in one area, while reducing 
thatch in another.  Or it may be decreasing streambank 
alteration through grazing pressure in a riparian pas-
ture.  Whatever your objectives are– plant and soil 
health should be part of them.  By improving plant 
and soil health you should improve the sustainability 
of your operation. 
     You may want to consult with neighbors, technical 
support agencies, or your local farm advisor, for ideas 
on how to manipulate soil, plants, and grazing ani-
mals.  However, the grazing system must be designed 
with you and your operation in mind.  It is going to be 
unique because each producer has their own set of en-
vironmental, performance, and economical objectives. 
      
  

Designing a Grazing System 
Missy  Merrill-Davies 
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Missy Merrill-Davies: Livestock and Natural 
Resources Advisor 
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The University of California, in accordance with applicable Federal and State law and University policy, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, disability, age, medical condition (cancer-related), ancestry, maritial status, citizenship, sexual orientation, or status as a Vietnam-era veteran or special 
disabled veteran.  The University also prohibits sexual harassment.  Inquiries  regarding the University’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to the Affimative 
Action Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 300 Lakeside Drive, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94612-3560  (510)987-0096. 
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      WHAT:  The 64th Annual Alturas Rotary Clubs Junior Livestock Show and Sale 

      WHERE: Junior Show Grounds, Alturas  COME JOIN US!!! 

      WHEN:  Monday June 11th    Horse Show—8:00 AM 

           Tuesday June 12th   Poultry and Rabbit Classes— 9:00 AM 

        Primary Showmanship— 1:00 PM 

                       Wednesday June 13th   Weigh-Ins— 4:00 PM 

            Thursday June 14th Market Swine— 8:00 AM 

      Market Beef/ Sheep— 11:00 AM 

      Market Goats— To follow Sheep 

      Pee Wee Showmanship— 12:30 PM 

      Breeding Animals— 2:00 PM (All Species) 

         Friday June 15th  Swine Showmanship— 8:00 AM 

      Beef/ Sheep Showmanship— 9:00 AM 

      Goat Showmanship— To follow Sheep 

      Round Robin Showmanship— 12:00 PM 

      AWARDS— 3:00 PM 

 COMMUNITY BARBEQUE 5:00 pm   SALE STARTS 6:30 pm 


