
Greetings from the Farm Advisor, 

All of  us at Cooperative Extension hope you had a happy and healthy holiday sea-
son and wish you a wonderful happy new year! 

2016 will be an exciting and busy year for UCCE Modoc as we start several new 
research projects and a new junior specialist begins to help on projects in Modoc 
and Lassen Counties. New projects in the works include post-fire grazing research, 
juniper removal, water quality monitoring on grazing lands, and looking at histori-
cal fires and seeding's in northeastern California.  We will start the second year of  
the wild horse monitoring project and continue long term range monitoring in the 
Warner Mountains.  

Cheers, 

Laura Kay Snell 

Happy new year! 
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Welcoming a new Junior specialist 

Janyne Little joins UC Cooperative Extension with a diverse 
background in natural resources and rangeland management. 
After working throughout the west for The Nature Conservan-
cy and an environmental consulting company, she has returned 
to northeast California where she began her career with the Bu-
reau of  Land Management. Janyne has been involved with sev-
eral projects in rangelands, including estimating vegetation bio-
mass, cover and utilization as well as fire severity assessments 
and restoration. In addition, she has experience conducting rare 
and noxious weed surveys, riparian health assessments, and bo-
tanical inventories. Janyne graduated from Purdue University 
with a Bachelor's degree in Natural Resources and Environmen-
tal Science. When she's not working, she enjoys a variety of  out-
door activities including canoeing, backpacking, tennis, and 
mountain climbing. 
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Long term range 

trends 

Camera monitoring with accompanied vegetation 
sampling was conducted at 11 spring sites in Mo-
doc County and 14 in Lassen County.  The goals 
of the project are to quantify use and season of use 
of springs and seeps by wild horses, determine if 
horses are preventing livestock and other wildlife 
from using springs, and determine the impact of 
wild horses on vegetation surrounding springs. 
Two sampling periods were conducted in 2015 and 
the study will be repeated in 2016.  

Pictures from the first sampling have been ana-
lyzed and the second sampling are currently being 
gone through. Pictures from the study show a vari-
ety of horse, livestock, and wildlife interactions as 
well as behaviors.  Data from this research project 
will be shared at the winter beef meeting Feb 18 in 
Alturas. 

Continued on Page 3. 

Wild Horse Update 

Juniper treatment 

Project 

In 2016, we will start a juniper treatment project 
in  Lassen, Modoc, and Siskiyou Counties.  Re-
search will be conducted on private land using 
herbicides, fire, and mechanical methods.  All 
methods aim to control a variety of ages of juni-
per while not affecting the surrounding vegeta-
tion (mainly sagebrush) for critical species and 
livestock feed. We will be testing two herbicides, 
a gelled fuel flame thrower, a backpack propane 
torch, loppers, and a chainsaw.  Treatments will 
be characterized by ease of use, cost, and effec-
tiveness. Research will be continued through 
2018 to confirm effectiveness.  Demonstrations 
of treatments will be completed throughout the 
study and results shared to aid local producers in 
juniper treatment projects. 

The Rangeland Watershed Lab at UC Davis and 
the US Forest Service have been monitoring 
meadows on public rangelands across California 
since 1999.  David Lile (UCCE Lassen Co) and I 
have been re-reading plots on an annual basis on 
key sites in the Warner Mountain Ranger District 
and Lassen National Forest. We have collected 
production data, streambank alteration, stubble 
height, and cow pat data.  This research project 
aims to produce long term trend data for mead-
ow conditions, grazing, and riparian health as 
public land managers decrease the number of cat-
tle allowed on permits across California. The 
number of cattle on permits in California has de-
creased 49% from 1980 to 2010.  This study tests 
the current riparian standards and guidelines and 
provides support for grazing as an essential man-
agement tool.  David Lile will be presenting pre-
liminary data from the last several years at the 
Winter Ag Meeting on January 20 at the Inter-
mountain Fairgrounds in McArthur at the after-
noon livestock breakout session.  
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2016 Chico state beef symposium 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 20, 
2016 to attend the first Chico State Beef Day to be 
offered in the past five years at the University 
Farm! The Chico State Young Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation (YCA) with the generous support of the 
California Beef Cattle Improvement Association 
(CBCIA), are offering a two-part program begin-
ning at 9am. The morning program will feature 
speakers addressing the following topics: consumer 
perception of the beef industry, judicious use of 
antibiotics in cattle, and updates on rangeland wa-
ter quality policy in California. The afternoon pro-
gram will focus on the following hands-on 
workshops. Pick your favorite two and join each 
station for an hour! 

Rangeland cattle management – Join UCCE 
and faculty at Chico State to learn about current 
methods of supplementation on rangeland, beef 
cattle digestive physiology (complete with rumen 
diving!), pasture management, and rangeland 
monitoring methods. 

Making social media work for you! – Are you 
confused by all of the social media tools or just 
want to better represent the agriculture industry? 
Join this session and learn how to become a bet-
ter AGvocate! 

Beef Quality Assurance – Now more than ever 
before, it is important to follow BQA procedures 
and practices. Come learn what is new, especially 
in regards to recent antibiotic legislation. 

Carcass Fabrication and New Product Devel-
opment – Come tour the CSU, Chico Meats Lab 
and learn about taking beef cuts from wholesale 
to retail. In addition, new faculty member, Dr. 
Michael Chao, will discuss the development of 
new beef products! 

Registration is $15 for students and $20 for 
producers. The Beef Day event includes a tri-tip 
lunch, industry tradeshow, and a silent and live 
auction. Bring your electric branding iron to help 
Chico State YCA put the finishing touches on a 
live auction item! 

 A wild horse advisory committee has been es-
tablished by the Alturas FS to address the wild 
horse issues on private and public land. 

 A survey of wild horses on public and private 
land will be completed this spring to comply 
with the wild horse territory plan. 

 Modoc County will be discussing and poten-
tially adopting a statement on wild horses at 
the January 12 BOS meeting. 

 A meeting for all stakeholders interested in the 
wild horse issue will be held Jan 19 at 2pm at 
the Alturas Forest Service Office. 

Wild Horse cont. 
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Wild Horse Stakeholder Meeting  January 19, 2pm Alturas Forest Service Office 

Winter Ag Meeting January 20, 7:30-3:30 Intermountain Fairgrounds, McArthur 

Modoc High Tunnel Meeting January 27, 5-7 USDA Service Center, Alturas 

Farm Predator Workshop February 3, McArthur 

Winter Beef Meeting February 18, 10-2 Brass Rail Restaurant, Alturas  

Chico State Beef Symposium February 20, Chico State 
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